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The quickly developing digital tools together with the digitization of large corpuses of 
archived material provide new tools for the research of early folklore editors' methods and 
practices. In Finland, such need regards in particular the Kalevala (1849), which continues 
to have a great cultural significance for Finland, and for world literature in general. The 
Kalevala was created by Elias Liinnrot on the basis of the literary and ideological models of 
his time and the many long fieldwork trips that provided him with deep knowledge of the 
oral singing culture. Liinnrot chose to present the resulting source materials by incorporating 
them into a historically well-known literature genre, epic. With his methods of manipu­
lating the narratives, creating characters, and inserting incantations and lyrical and ritual 
poetry within the weave, he nevertheless stretched the concept of epic. Generations of re­
searchers have worked to shed light on the Kalevala as a literary work. However, the Kalevala's 
relation to its oral source poetry has never been coherently illustrated, and few people therefore 
know what Kalevala in fact is. This paper presents a research project titled as "Open Kalevala" 
and its use of means provided by digital humanities to decode the elements that construct the 
Kalevala. 
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Elias Lonnrot's Kalevala was first published in 1835, and in a new, expanded 
form in 1849. The latter has gained the status of "Finnish national epic" 
(here, I will use the title "Kalevala" to refer only to the 1849 edition, but 
when needed, epithets old and new will be used). This national epic is the 
ultimate result of Elias Lonnrot's long-term process of working on oral 
Finnish language runosong poetry (the old trochaic, alliterative, non-stan­
zaic eight-syllable form): carrying out long fieldwork trips and arranging, 
editing, and publishing the material noted down by him and others from oral 
singers. Lonnrot's field notes, travel diaries, correspondence, manuscripts 
and publications have been preserved extensively. His sources are thus 
in principle well-known, as is the fact that Kalevala is a composite work. 
























